
 

Facts & Figures 
 

1 in 5 Nigeriens or 
more than 3 million 
people will need 
assistance in 2013 

One million Nigerien 
children under five 
(more than 1 in 4) are 
at high risk of acute 
malnutrition in 2013 

Prices for staple 
cereals are 25 to 
35% higher than  
the average price  
over 5 years 

50,000 Malians  
have sought refuge  
in Niger 

Niger ranks last in the 
UN’s Human 
Development Index 
with high infant 
mortality and low 
levels of education 

 

The European 
Commission's 
humanitarian 
department (ECHO) 
has been active in 
Niger since 2005.  

So far in 2013, €19.8 
million were allocated 
to Niger, after €58 
million in 2012. 
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ECHO staff and partners listen to the needs of a community whose harvest was destroyed by locusts in 2012. 
©EU/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie 

 

• The European Commission supports Niger in its efforts to improve food security for all 
Nigeriens and eradicate malnutrition. The country has made significant progress in 
reducing child deaths and has embraced a policy of free health care for under fives, but 
immense challenges remain to sustain these advances. At current rates, the population in 
Niger will continue to double every 20 years, outpacing economic growth as well as 
agricultural production.  

• Urgent support is needed for the implementation of Niger’s national plan in response to 
the continuing food insecurity and the numerous cases of malnutrition. Abnormally high 
food prices and a lower than expected harvest in Nigeria, which is considered the 
region’s granary, are exacerbating factors. 

• Niger faces considerable security risks as a result of growing insecurity in the region and a 
spill-over of the Mali conflict. 50,000 Malians have sought refuge inside Niger’s borders. 

• The European Commission is a founding member of AGIR-Sahel, a new and global 
alliance to strengthen resilience in the region, which has adopted a road map towards 
‘Zero Hunger’ in the Sahel within the next 20 years. 
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Having learned the lessons of serious food crises in 2005, 2008 and 2010, the government of Niger reacted at the 
first signs of drought and failed harvests in 2011 by declaring a crisis and calling for international help. However, 
Niger was among the countries worst hit by the 2012 food and nutrition crisis with 6.4 million affected. One year 
after a massive mobilization of aid, Niger is facing yet another year of food insecurity despite an overall satisfactory 
harvest.  

Locust attacks as well as severe floods in some parts of Niger and more specifically in Nigeria, which exports a lot of 
grain to neighboring countries, have resulted in a cereal deficit. Prices have shot up as a result and many Nigeriens 
who are yet to recover from previous crises are unable to afford market prices. The most vulnerable families have 
long consumed their meager harvest while still paying off debts from last year. Without help to meet their basic 
food needs and increase their revenues, they will resort to destructive coping mechanisms such as selling off 
livestock or limiting the number and quality of their meals. Severe malnutrition rates already surpass emergency 
thresholds in several regions of the country and more than one million children will require care for either severe 
or moderate acute malnutrition in 2013. 

Although Niger is ranked very last on the UN’s Human Development Index, the country has made significant strides 
in the fight against child mortality, which saw a drop of 31% between 1998 and 2009. In 2012, Niger presented the 
ambitious 3N initiative – Nigeriens nourish Nigeriens. It also hosts a factory where high-energy, peanut-based 
pastes are produced to treat undernourished children and mothers. Nevertheless, significant challenges remain to 
make lasting improvements. With the world’s highest population growth, widespread poverty, poor education and 
changes in climate patterns, many Nigerien families will continue to face food insecurity more or less permanently 
unless more drastic measures are taken. The government is unique in the region in that it has acknowledged the 
need to strengthen the resilience of the most vulnerable people and provide them with social safety nets, but it will 
need considerable support to see this materialized.  

Other humanitarian needs consist of improving the prevention of and response to epidemics such as cholera and 
malaria: 2012 saw a 33% increase in malaria cases, and severe floods affected half a million people and led to 
cholera outbreaks. These are likely to occur more often as cyclical droughts and floods are on the rise. 

Located between Algeria, Nigeria and Mali among other countries, Niger also faces considerable security threats as 
was highlighted when 6 aid workers were abducted in 2012. 50,000 Malians continue to live in refugee camps, 
some of which have been relocated further inland to ensure effective aid delivery amidst growing security 
concerns. 

 
The European Commission’s humanitarian aid department (ECHO) has been active in Niger since 2005 in response 
to one of the country’s worst nutritional crisis. It has committed €170 million in humanitarian aid since then, mainly 
to address food insecurity and malnutrition, including €58 million in 2012 alone.  

In 2012, ECHO contributed significantly to the scaling up of nutrition care and food assistance through in-kind 
donations as well as cash transfers. The funding was used to help: 

- 370,000 children who suffered from acute malnutrition receive appropriate care, with locally produced 
ready-to-use foods;  

- 960,000 vulnerable children, pregnant and breastfeeding women with blanket supplementary feeding; 
- 320,000 people with cash donations enabling them to buy food in a way that supported the local economy;  
- 465,000 people with food donations, mostly in places where food was missing from markets. 

Interventions to improve water, sanitation and hygiene conditions were also funded following a cholera outbreak 
after severe floods hit the country and affected half a million people.  

In 2013, ECHO will target the most vulnerable families once again facing hunger and malnutrition. Partners will 
receive support to provide integrated health and nutrition services to hundreds of thousands children and pregnant 
and breastfeeding women. At the same time, the European Commission will continue to advocate for the creation 
of social safety nets for the poorest families. 

ECHO will also fund partners to meet the basic needs of 50,000 Malian refugees who have settled in refugee 
camps. As newcomers continue to arrive, a massive return movement is not expected anytime soon. 

Humanitarian situation and needs 

The European Union's humanitarian response 


